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USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

CONPIDENTIAL KINSHASA 0889 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, PINR, AO, CG 

SUBJECT: ZAIRIAN COPPER EXPORTS 

REF: BRUSSELS 00924: LUBUMBASHI 220 (1975 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE ARE PUZZLED BY STATEMENT IN BRUSSELS REPTEL 
ATTRIBUTED TO BELGIAN POREIGN MINISTRY OPFICIAL TO EFPECT 
THAT ALMOST ALL OP ZAIRE'S COPPER EXPORTS HAVE TO BE 
SHIPPED THROUGH ANGOLA BY BENGUELA-TEIXERIRA DE SOUSA 
RAILROAD. IBRD STATISTICS REELECT THAT ONLY APPROXIMATELY 
35 PERCENT OP ZAIRE'S COPPER EXPORTS DURING PAST SEVERAL 
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YEARS WERE SHIPPED VIA BENGUELA RAILROAD. 
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2. SINCE CLOSURE OF BENGUELA RATI ROAD ZAIRE HAS BEEN 
REMARKABLY SUCCESSFUL IN EXPORTING ITS COPPER PRODUCTION. 
RECENT REPORTING INDICATES THAT TOTAL COPPER EXPORTS 

IN CY 75 WERE 495,310 AS COMPARED WITH APPROXIMATELY 
490,000 IN CY 74. 

3. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT BENGUELA RAILROAD NOT CRITICALLY 
IMPORTANT TO ZAIRE'S ECONOMY. WE SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT 
IMPORTANCE DERIVED PRINCIPALLY FROM FACT THAT LARGE 
PORTION OF IMPORTS ESSENTIAL TO KEEP SHABA MINERAL 
INDUSTRIES GOING HAVE TRADITIONALLY COME IN VIA BENGUELA 
ROUTE. USE OF ALTERNATIVE ROUTES (E.G., THROUGH ZAIRE, 

FROM EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA) ENTAILS DELAYS, HIGHER 
COSTS OR RISKS TO SUPPLY LINES DUE POLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES. 
CUTLER 
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